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New York State Teachers of English to Speakers of Other
Languages

,  

pres@nystesol.org
October 15, 2026
  - October 15, 2026

Language and AI Tensions
Virtual
05:00 PM - 06:30 PM EST
Presenter: Marcella Mandracchia - NYS TESOL Chair of the Teacher Education Special
Interest Group

A book-club-style gathering built around the new podcast Language Tensions
(sponsored by the Spencer Foundation in partnership with the Adelphi Faculty Center
for Professional Excellence). Instead of a book, members listen to one episode before
the session, then come together to discuss it using the discussion questions and
glossaries the podcast team has already created. Available across major streaming
services, including Apple Podcasts and Buzzsprout. 

1.5 CTLE hours
Virtual - A zoom link will be sent to you the day before the event. 

October 26, 2026 WIDA: Key Language Uses at the Secondary Level
Virtual
04:00 PM - 05:30 PM EST
Mastering Language in the Classroom: An Introduction to WIDA Key Language Uses
Brought to you by the Secondary ENL Special Interest Group Co-Chairs, Karen Gregory
and Pedro Rodriguez

Join us for an interactive session introducing the WIDA framework and its four Key
Language Uses: Narrate, Inform, Explain, and Argue. We will explore how these core
language functions come to life across the three modes of communication and how
these ideas can impact lesson/unit designs.
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October 22, 2026 Advocacy SIG Meeting
04:00 PM - 05:00 PM EST
Empower. Advocate. Transform. 
Join the NYS TESOL Advocacy Team, a dedicated group of professionals working to
advance policy, protect student rights, and ensure equitable resources for English
language education across New York State.
What We Do

	Monitor Legislation: Keeping members informed on evolving funding, employment
rules, and state mandates.
	Amplify Voices: Serving as a statewide collective voice to influence federal and state
government agencies.
	Protect Communities: Actively standing with New York’s immigrant communities to
ensure safe, welcoming spaces of learning.
	Empower Educators: Organizing structured forums and workshops where teachers can
organize local grassroots initiatives.

Get Involved
If you are passionate about shaping the future of English language education and
defending student rights, we want you on our team.
Send an email to Sonal Patel-Sheth at vpadvocacy@nystesol.org to join our next virtual
meeting.
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November 7, 2026 NYS TESOL Virtual Conference 
09:00 AM - 03:15 PM EST
The virtual component of the 56th Annual NYS TESOL Conference will take place on
Saturday, November 7, 2026. 

Key Details

	Theme: "Many Hands, One Purpose: Partnering for Multilingual Learner Success".
	Registration: Registration is open online. Early bird rates closed on September 25, but
standard registration remains active.
	In-Person Option: For those interested in the hybrid experience, the in-person segment
of the conference will be held from Friday, November 20 to Saturday, November 21,
2026, on Long Island. 

 

November 13, 2026 NYS TESOL Leadership SIG
12:00 PM - 01:00 PM EST
Shawnna Sweet and Faith Tripp, 
leadership@nystesol.org
This meeting is for P-12 public school leaders.
The NYS TESOL Leadership SIG is a professional learning community built to support,
connect, and elevate P–12 multilingual education leaders.

What We Do:

	Foster Collaboration: Exchanging successful district strategies for program
implementation and instruction.
	Navigate Complexities: Discussing state updates, program compliance, and local
administrative challenges.
	Cultivate Leaders: Empowering ENL educators, coordinators, and directors to grow
their leadership impact.
	Champion Equity: Coordinating advocacy efforts to ensure multilingual students receive
high-quality support.

If you would like to learn more or join this SIG or attend the meeting, send an email to
leadership@nystesol.org
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November 20, 2026
  - November 21, 2026

The 56th Annual NYS TESOL Conference
08:00 AM - 05:00 PM EST
The 56th Annual NYS TESOL Conference is officially open for registration, bringing
educators together under the timely theme: "Many Hands, One Purpose: Partnering for
Multilingual Learner Success." This hybrid event features a Virtual Conference on
Saturday, November 7, 2026, followed by an In-Person Conference on Friday,
November 20 and Saturday, November 21, 2026, on Long Island, NY.

Attendees will have the unique opportunity to learn from world-class keynote speakers,
including Dr. Maria Dove, Dr. Andrea Honigsfeld, and Andrea Bitner. Designed for
ENL/ESOL teachers, general education teachers, administrators, and community
advocates, the conference offers actionable workshops, legal advocacy strategies, and
deep dives into classroom-ready practices. It is the premier gathering to discover fresh
ideas for your student community, collaborate with inspiring colleagues, and expand
your professional network. 

Secure your spot today by visiting the official registration page via NYS TESOL
Registration. 

January 15, 2027 NYS TESOL Leadership SIG
12:00 PM - 01:00 PM EST
Shawnna Sweet and Faith Tripp, 
leadership@nystesol.org
This meeting is for P-12 public school leaders.
The NYS TESOL Leadership SIG is a professional learning community built to support,
connect, and elevate P–12 multilingual education leaders.

What We Do:

	Foster Collaboration: Exchanging successful district strategies for program
implementation and instruction.
	Navigate Complexities: Discussing state updates, program compliance, and local
administrative challenges.
	Cultivate Leaders: Empowering ENL educators, coordinators, and directors to grow
their leadership impact.
	Champion Equity: Coordinating advocacy efforts to ensure multilingual students receive
high-quality support.

If you would like to learn more or join this SIG or attend the meeting, send an email to
leadership@nystesol.org
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